
 

Newsletter for members, attendees & visitors of Sur goinsville First United Methodist Church  

Cynthia Thompson, Pastor                                                                                       Church:  345-2279 
  

““FFoorr  aallll  ttoo  kknnooww  aanndd  sshhaarree  tthhee  LLoovvee  ooff  CChhrriisstt”””   March, 2010 
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 We are traveling through the season of Lent with the topic, Journey of 
Hope, as our guide.  We are already well into the season with only four weeks 
remaining until Holy Week which begins, March 28.  While there is no cost we 
would offer opportunities to plan for our times of worship in preparation for 
Easter.  
 Palm Sunday will begin a week of special activities.  Sunday morning, 
we will celebrate the palm procession during the morning worship service as 
we tell the stories around Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.  Our morning 
worship service will be followed by our last “Community Caring for the 
Community” covered dish lunch.   That evening, at 6:00 p.m., we will celebrate 
Holy Communion as we remember the story of the Last Supper.   
 On Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2010, the church is invited to travel 
together to see the First Broad Street UMC’s performance of the Last Supper.  
Persons are asked to meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. in order to share rides 
and to arrive in plenty of time to find seating for our group.  There will be a list 
posted downstairs for reservations.  The pastor will be making reservations for 
the group on March 4th.  These performances fill up very quickly so please 
make sure to sign up prior to that date.   
 Easter Sunrise Service will be planned in conjunction with our brothers 
and sisters from First Baptist Church.  Specific time and details will be 
announced in the bulletin, on the website and on our Facebook page.  Make 
sure to watch for announcements concerning the annual Easter Egg hunt for 
our children as well as any other Lenten activities.   
 Easter is a wonderful time to invite friends to join you for church.  There 
are many opportunities for worship and fellowship.  Invite someone to join you 
as we journey to Easter together. 
 
        Your sister in Christ, 
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March Morning Worship Services  
 
March 7 Scripture:                      Mark 10:35-44           
Sermon:                             “A Journey of Hope:  
                                             Work and Reward” 
 
March 14 Scripture:                    Mark 14:32-40 
Sermon:                             “A Journey of Hope:  
                                       Time to take a break?” 
                            
March 21 Scripture:                    Mark 12:41-44 
Sermon:                             “A Journey of Hope:  
                               Does She or Doesn’t She?” 
 
March 28 Scripture:                              Mark 11 
Sermon:                             “A Journey of Hope:  
                                           Are We There Yet?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Worship Service  

    
 
 
 
 

March 28 Scripture:                    Mark 14:43-64 
Sermon:            “A Journey of Hope: Suffering” 
 
 
 

The Hawkins County Cancer Support Group 
 

will be meeting on March 8th  
at 6:00 pm at Hope 
Community Church! The 
group meets every second 
Monday of the month  and  the  

meetings are for cancer patients, cancer 
survivors and for caregivers! 
 For more information please contact 
Betty Goins at 423-345-3049 or email her at 
goinsp@bellsouth.net 
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                  Surgoinsville     First      United  
                  Methodist Church Scholarship  
                  applications may be picked up 
beginning April 1, 2010.  If you have any 
questions please see a member of the 
Scholarship Committee. 
  

 

 

We appreciate everyone that is 
currently serving as 
communion stewards.  
Communion will continue to be 
served on the monthly.  We 
need a few more volunteers, 
so that some people would not  
have to serve twice during the year.  If you 
are willing to help, please contact either 
Vickie Hughes or Gaynell Reed.  Thank 
you for your service for this important part 
of our worship service. 
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Volunteers in Ministry  
 

USHERS 
3/7      Ronnie Barrett & John Williams 
3/14    Ron Keirsey & Mark Skelton 
3/21    Reece Bailey & Max Hammond 
3/28    Charles Johnson & Ralph Thompson 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
3/14    Harold Collins 
3/21    James Hughes 
3/28    Suzanne Leuck 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH   
3/14    Carrie Smith 
3/21    Kristi Cardenas 
3/28    Patty Alvis 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women would like to 
invite all our church ladies to our "Open 
House" celebration on Thursday, March 4th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall!  Please 
come and join us for devotions, fellowship 
and refreshments and to learn more about 
our United Methodist Women's outreach! We 
look forward to seeing you!   

Terri Lippert 
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The United Methodist Men will meet on March 
13th at 8:00 a.m.  Please make plans now to 
attend.   

�
�
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Scholarship Fund: 

�  By James & Sherry Tolbert 
�  By Roy & Gaynell Reed 

Budget: 
�  By Roy & Gaynell Reed 
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Church Maintenance: 
�  By Rudy & Patty Alvis 

Undesignated: 
�  By Christian Fellowship SS Class 
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Church Maintenance: 
�  By Ed & Gloria Bryant 
�  By Rudy & Patty Alvis 
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Church Maintenance: 
�  By Ed & Gloria Bryant 
�  By Rudy & Patty Alvis 
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Just a  little reminder  

 
 
 
 
 

We recycle aluminum cans and the funds go 
to our youth programs! The can container is 
right outside the backdoor! 
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Youth: 
�  Covenant SS Class 
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Youth: 

�  Covenant SS Class 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

 

3 
 

Choir 
7:00 p.m. 

4 
 

UMW  
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

5 
 

Quilt Guild 
9:30 a.m. 

 

6 
 

*Sunday School         7 
10:00 a.m. 
*Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
*Evening worship 
6:00 p.m.   

8 
 

 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 

Choir 
7:00 p.m. 

11 
 

Community 
Caring for the 
Community 

Project 

12 13 
 

UMM 
Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. 

*Sunday school        14 
10:00 a.m. 
*Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
*Evening worship 
6:00 p.m.    

15 
 

\ 

 

16 
 

 

                    17 
 
 

 
Choir 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 

18 
 

NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES DUE 
BY END OF DAY 

 

19 
 

20         
 

 

 

*Sunday school        21 
10:00 a.m. 
*Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
*Evening worship 
6:00 p.m.    

22 
 

 

23 
 

Board of 
Trustees 
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

24 
 

Choir 
7:00 p.m. 

25 
 

NEWSLETTER 
POSTED ON 
WEBSITE & 
EMAILED  

26 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 

    

28 
 
 
*Sunday school         
10:00 a.m. 
*Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
*Community Caring for 
the Community 
Fellowship Meal 
12:00 p.m. 
*Evening worship 
6:00 p.m.    

29 30 31 1 
 

FBUMC  
Lord’s Supper 

Play Trip 
*meet at the 

church at  
6:00 p.m. 
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Just a  little reminder  

 
 
 
 
 

We recycle aluminum cans and the funds 
go to our youth programs! The can 
container is right outside the backdoor! 
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Please contact the office with information on 
answered prayers.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prayer Concerns :  Shirley Adcock (Debbie 
Eidson); Garnet Allen;  Edward Amis (JoAnn 
Amis’ son);  Kenneth Amis (JoAnn Amis’ 
husband’s cousin);  Curtis Amos;  Reece 
Bailey;  Earline Bellamy; Erica Bellamy;   
Brandon Bowman;  Hailey Brewer (Rachel 
Seal);  Becky Bowman;  Gilbert Brewer;  Lynn 
Bungert;  Charles Caldwell;  Carolyn Christian 
(Rachel Seal); Susie Christian;  Alberta Cleek 
(Wes Smith’s grandmother);  Jeff Collins 
(Harold Collins nephew);   Rebecca Collins; 
Tommy Collins (family of Harold Collins); 
William “Skeet” Collins (Harold Collins 
brother);  Robert Deborg (Michael Seal’s 
friend);  Weston Deeds (Harold Collins);  Earl 
Dunn (friend of Rudy & Patty Alvis);  Marie & 
Lora Edens (Kristi Cardenas’ parents);  Dean 
Falin (Harold Collins’s co-worker); Jeff & 
Tiffany Fleenor & children (Wes Smith’s 
cousin);  Margaret Fletcher (Mary Anne 
Farmen’s Aunt);  Patricia Ford (Mary Boehms 
aunt);  Mrs. Gillenwater;  Charles Johnson; 
Orville Klepper (Annie Patterson’s brother); 
Terri Lippert;  Elmer Mallett;  Louise Mallet;  
Mark Mayes (Carrie Smith’s friend’s 
husband);  Josephine Medearis (Lois 
Williams’ sister);  Nancy Kate Miller;  Neil 
Miller;  Greg & Stacy Mitchell; Jason Moore 
(Harold Collins’ brother’s stepson);  Hazel 
Morelock; Jeff Mullins (Sis Bailey’s friend);  
Kathy Parker;  Jacob Phelps (Gene & Lynda 
Skelton);  Mr. and Mrs. Plymale (Mozel 
Justice’s father & mother); Rev. Jerry Poore 
(Debbie Eidson); Jamie Ramsey (Rachel 
Collins);  Mesba Salyers;  Randy Seal 
(Rachel Seal’s brother-in-law); Dennis Short 
& wife;  Sarah Simpson (Patty Alvis’ friend);  
Sarah Smith (friend of Chuck Conner’s 
granddaughter);   Meredith Southam;  Rev. 
Marshall Stubblefield (Mary Boehms);  Bobby 
Schwin (Kristi Cardenas);  Margaret Thames 
(Rachel Seal’s friend); James Thurman;  
Clark Wallace Jr.; Bobbie Williams (Elaine 
Olinger’s aunt); and Molly Young 

 
Our Service Personnel Overseas & Families :   

Phillip Graham; Captain Stephen Pierce; Adam 
Walker 

 
Asbury Place at Steadman Hills :   Mary Presley 
                                                 
Elmcroft:    Dale Hanna (Steve Pittman’s grandfather) 
 

Offering Them Christ …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I Wouldn’t Know What to Do”  

 
 

MARYVILLE, Tenn. – Sterling Turner was a 
faithful servant of God, the classic Methodist 
pastor moving from church to church through a 
long career, a musically gifted wife by his side.  
 It was the kind of work resulting in 
riches more spiritual than material. 
 His longest pastoral role was his last, 
taken after he had officially retired.  For 16 
years he served as visitation minister at 
Maryville First United Methodist.  It was while 
serving there that he discovered he had 
leukemia. 
 “It was one blood transfusion after 
another,” said his wife, Betty.  There also was 
the chemotherapy, the hospital stays, and the 
constant concern about money that comes 
with a nine-month-long illness. 
 Sterling did not survive, at age 83 going 
to see the glory he had preached about so 
many times during his career.  Betty was left to 
grieve, but she also found comfort in a system 
of care that was able to leave her worry-free. 
 “We had very few [medical] charges 
that were not covered by insurance,” Betty 
said.  And then a representative from the 
Holston Conference arrived with a check from 
the board of pensions for $17,000, covering 
those expenses and Sterling’s funeral 
expenses.   
 Betty now lives on the 70 percent of 
Sterling’s pension that she still receives, along 
with a small pension she earned working with 
Asbury Centers over the years. 
 “If we didn’t have the pension program, 
I wouldn’t know what to do,” Betty said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… Through Apportionments 
 

The system of care supporting our older 
pastors and their spouses relies heavily on the 
apportionment dollars local United Methodist 
churches send to their conferences.  No one 
church can offer such a ministry; we all must 
work together. 
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The Lightnin Charlie benefit concert for 
water wells in Sudan has been 
rescheduled to March 11 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the FBSUMC sanctuary.  The concert 
will follow  the  worship  service  for  the  

Sudan Summit.  Tickets are $8 for adults and $4 for 
students.  Mafair UMC has been instrumental in 
planning this event and the Central Baptist Choir will 
be performing with Lightnin Charlie.  This is a great 
opportunity to have fun, listen to good music, and 
provide fresh water to the people of Sudan all at the 
same time! 

Getting the Facts Straight! 
We are updating our membership 
rolls and as a part of our work have 
discovered that we do not have 
contact information on file for the 
following people: 

�  Glenn Arnold 
�  Trina Arnold 
�  Bobby Ball 
�  Meaghan Ball 
�  Claudia Jean Baxter 
�  Robert Clifford Bean 
�  Jimmy Bean 
�  Donna Bellamy 
�  Lisa Bishop 
�  Robert Bungert 
�  John Butler 
�  Amy Couch 
�  Joanna Couch 
�  Allison Ferguson 
�  Devon Ferguson 
�  Trey Ferguson 
�  Alex Ferguson 
�  Kyle Ferguson 
�  Tonya Gail Hammonds 
�  Eva Horne 
�  Luke Keirsey 
�  Brad Moxley 
�  Frank Pierce 
�  Jay Proudlove  
�  Doug Sandidge 
�  Emily Skelton 
�  Jennifer Skelton 
�  David & Carla Stinson 
�  Kristina Stewart Thurman 
�  Eddie Vaughn 

 

If you have current information 
please call or email Kathy at 
secretaryumc@bellsouth.net.  We 
do need this information as quickly 
as possible.  Thank you.   

 

 

 
 

Make sure to 
set your clocks 
ahead one hour 
Saturday night, 

March 13th. 
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FUMC now has a Facebook page.  
Don’t forget to become a fan and 
follow  the  discussion  and                       
announcements. There is a  link  to  

the page on the church website or you can 
search “First United Methodist Church of 
Surgoinsville” on Facebook. 

 

Surgoinsville First               
Methodist United Church 
Scholarship  applications 
may be picked up beginning April 1, 
2010.  If you have any questions 
please see a member of the 
Scholarship Committee. 
  

 

Jubilation 2010 
Living Abundantly 
April 11-13, 2010 

Meadowview Resort and Conference Center 
 

Registrations should be received by March 22nd.  See the brochure 
on the downstairs bulletin board for more information or visit 

http://jubilation.holston.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
We had a group of 9 youth and 3 leaders 
who went to Resurrection January 15-17 
in Gatlinburg.  Our speaker, Justin 
Lookadoo, was very dynamic as well as 
entertaining.  He challenged each of us to 
be healthy Christians and not to be dying 
on the vine Christians satisfied with our 
parents’ faith.  Our group had a lot of fun, 
good fellowship and many spiritual 
experiences.  We came home richly 
blessed.  We were so thankful to have 
this opportunity to join with other youth in 
worship from our conference. 

 

 

 

 

!?
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Summary of February 23, 2010 Board of Trustees meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Brandon Linkous presented a summary of the landscaping project that he completed 
to earn his Eagle Scout designation. The final cost is approximately $1,600 which will 
be paid from contributions to the Memorial Fund. 

2) Roy Reed was welcomed as a new member to the board. 
3) Tommy Bellamy presented an estimate of approximately $986, which was approved, 

to replace the dimmer switches in the sanctuary. Funds from donations to the 
Memorial Fund will pay for these repairs. 

4) Marty Swartz presented an estimate of $350, which was approved, to repair the leak 
in the roof at the little house. Once the water leak is stopped, the committee will ask 
for bids to repair the damaged ceiling. Funds for this work will be paid from the church 
maintenance fund. 

5) The committee approved a bid of $700 by Jim Byrd to paint the foyer walls and 
ceiling, down the steps and through the hallway to the fellowship hall. The committee 
also approved the installation of quarter-round to the baseboard in the foyer and 
down the steps to finish the edge of the new tile floor. The committee will get two bids 
for this work and vote at the next meeting to award the job. The funds for these 
projects are being provided by donations to the Memorial Fund. 

6) The committee set a deadline of Friday, March 19, 2010 for receipt of sealed bids to 
mow the church properties. Roy Reed volunteered to bush hog the lower lot below 
the landscaped bank four times in 2010 to save the church the expense (roughly 
$720) of mowing this part of the property. Anyone interested in bidding on the mowing 
contract for 4/1/2010 – 3/31/2011 should contact the church office or a member of the 
Trustee’s Committee for a copy of the mowing contract requirements. The mowing 
bids will be considered at the next meeting. 

 
The next meeting of the committee will be Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Staff:  
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